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STRENGTHENING THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION RESEARCH – PROJECT MEETING 

For Official Use 

Background and objectives 

Across the OECD, enormous effort and investment has aimed to reinforce the quality, production and use 

of education research in policy and practice. Despite this, strengthening the impact of research in education 

policy-making and practice remains a challenge for many systems. 

The Strengthening the Impact of Education Research project supports countries in understanding how 

to use education research in policy and practice, systematically and at scale. It examines the research-

policy-practice relationship using an innovative, mixed-methods approach, combining research and 

analysis with applied work with countries and systems. 

The project explores the following questions: 

 What factors – institutions, structures, resources, characteristics, processes and strategies – 

facilitate or hinder the impact and systematic use of education research in policy and practice? 

 How can we assess and safeguard the quality of education research? 

 How can we effectively engage actors in a coordinated production and use of education 

research?  

This objective of this meeting is to enable country representatives to steer the project from its inception 

by: 

 identifying key policy issues related to the use of research in policy and practice, and 

discussing how these could be addressed at the international level in view of countries’ and 

systems’ priorities  

 providing feedback and agreeing on the approach for the project, including its analytical 

focuses and methodology 

 discussing different modalities for country participation in the project, and expressing interest 

to participate. 
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STRENGTHENING THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION RESEARCH – PROJECT MEETING 

For Official Use 

27 April 2021 at 15:00 - 17:30 (Paris time, CET) 

15:00 – 15:20 

Item 1. Welcome and introduction to the “Strengthening the Impact of Education Research” project  

 Tracey Burns, Senior Analyst, OECD 

 Overview of the project approach – Nóra Révai, Project Manager, OECD  

15:20 – 15:50  

Item 2. What challenges are countries facing in strengthening the use of education research in 

policy and practice?  

Discussion around existing practices, and the challenges and priorities for countries and systems  

Country examples: 

 Elaine Munthe, Director, Knowledge Centre for Education (Norway) 

 Rien Rouw, Strategic Advisor, Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (Netherlands) 

15:50 – 16:40 

Item 3. Push or pull: What does harnessing the use of research involve and imply?  

 Annette Boaz, Professor of Health and Social Care Policy, London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine 

Discussion around key questions:  

How can we engage actors in a coordinated production and use of education research? 

How can we raise the quality of research and the quality of using research?  

Country example: 

 Elizabeth Albro, Commissioner, National Center for Education Research (United States) 

Comfort break: 16:40 - 16:50 

16:50 – 17:20 

Item 4. Shaping the work: Country priorities and modalities for participation 

 Overview of optional themes – Nóra Révai, OECD 

Discussion and expressions of interest 

17:20 – 17:30 

Item 5. Closing and next steps  

 Summary of emerging guidelines and next steps for the project – Tracey Burns, OECD 

End of meeting – Thank you! 
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